22                  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  PANAMA

Panamanian parties to intervene in order to guarantee a
fair presidential election.21 The slow drift of the United
States toward acceptance of the Doctrine of Absolute
Non-intervention parallels its relations with Panama lead-
ing to the Hull-Alf aro Treaty of 1936.22

More often than not the Republic of Panama has found
it to be in her own national best interest to support posi-
tions taken by the United States. This national best interest
is a matter of economics. Because Panama is the "Bridge of
the Universe" its inhabitants have given their major atten-
tion to living off the Canal and enterprises directly at-
tributable to it, and are much too satisfied with this
bonanza to bother about the very potential possibilities
of their country's natural resources. They have made the
Canal their lifeblood, and without it they would be re-
duced to a pitiful status economically. Consequently the
Republic must cooperate with the Washington govern-
ment in any measure clearly necessary to the security of
the Canal. In the past the principal mistake of the United
States has been in precipitately imposing its strategic con-
clusions upon Panama, rather than in allowing the Pana-
manians and their government to arrive independently at
the inevitable decision that their own best national interest
has required the Republic to support many policies pur-
sued by the United States.
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